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- Town of West Bridgewater 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

1st Fl. Conference Room, Town Hall 

65 North Main Street 

 

 18 April 2017 

 Minutes  

6:30 PM      Chairman Tim Hay (TH) called the meeting to order with Commissioner Moe McCarthy (MM) and 

Alternate member Ryan Byrnes (RB) in attendance. Agent John DeLano and Secretary Kitty Doherty were also 

present.  

 

● MM / RB motioned to approve the Minutes for  7 March 2017 and  4 April 2017 as presented, so voted.  

 

New public hearings:  

192 Spring Street NOI (SE328 - 718) Collins Engineering / Kimberly Perrault, to upgrade a single family residential 

septic system with a BVW in the vicinity of proposed activities; 

Submitting Green Cards, Peter Lyons from Collins Civil Engineering Group explained that the applicant wishes to 

build a new septic system behind the garage. The existing pit  under the driveway will be decommissioned.  JD has 

no problems with this proposal, saying that the back yard activity has encroached into the NT zone for at least 15 

years, but will now have WL markers at the wood line and the WLs will be protected henceforth.  

●MM / RB motioned to close the public hearing, so voted.   

●MM / RB motioned to issue a standard OOC for this project, so voted.  

 

200 Spring Street  NOI ( SE328 - 717) Collins Engineering  /  David Trojano,  to construct an addition to a single 

family home, requesting a waiver for 120 sq.ft. to be within the 50' buffer zone  

Peter Lyons from Collins Engineering presented this project for Mr. Trojano; green cards were submitted.  WLs  

exist inside a wooded area on the lot;  site maps show the 100’ and 50’ buffer lines.   Agent Delano agrees with 

the current wetland line at the bottom of the steep slope but said that the plan must be revised to show 

conservation markers  installed along the current edge of vegetation. 

The proposed addition is 120 sq. ft. of building with ECB proposed to surround the whole area.  This home was built 

in 1950, a unique design for the West Bridgewater area.  Mr. Trojano wants his addition to match the original 

architectural style, thus is reluctant to make any changes to his plans; he wants to keep the same roof line.   

Agent DeLano mentioned that a few moments ago during Mr. Lyons' previous NOI presentation for an abutting 

project,  a different WL line  had been flagged in the same woods.  JD presented historical aerial photos depicting a   
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WL disturbance on this site in the form of clearing and grading within 100' of the wetland,  perhaps into the 50' 

buffer;   JD  has difficulty accepting this proposal based on this data.  JD mentioned that in 1995 there was no DEP 

filing,  and that this plan must be redrawn in order to document  the WL along the 50' buffer line.   

The applicant explained that during one recent storm four 125’ pines fell down together.  Two others are still 

standing, but have broken in half and need to be removed.    Mr. Trojano said that this storm was a natural event,     

the trees fell in an unsightly heap and needed removal.  He did  have  someone grind down the stumps, but the yard 

area remains unimproved.  JD said this activity was an intrusion into the buffer.  Agent Delano said that no mitigation 

has been offered to offset any old or new WL intrusion, and suggested that the applicant change the location of the 

addition so it does not encroach into the 50' buffer with new construction.   

TH asked about stormwater off the roof, and the need for other mitigation for working within the buffer.  Peter Lyons 

said that the applicant wants to settle details tonight,  to be reflected in the OOC in order to get the project started.   

MM has several concerns; the applicant must treat stormwater runoff, and,  this commission does not give waivers for 

new construction without proof of need.   To replace a failed septic system would be a different story,  but this is  

new construction which  must conform with existing rules and regulations.   There will be a lot of BZ intrusion if  this 

plan is approved as submitted.   

 ● RB / MM motioned  to continue the public hearing to 2 May 2017, so voted.  

 

 

Continued public hearings:  

 

0 Belmont Street;  ANRAD (SE 328 - 705) Frank Rebelin  /  William Adams, Trustee, to verify that the wetland 

border identification as flagged is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act;   

The initial 53G report has been received and  needs review and agreement between applicant and agent.  

●MM / RB motioned to continue the  public hearing to 16 May 2017, so voted.   

 

 

50 Brooks Place NOI (SE 328 - 716) Landmark Site Design / Woodrow Estates ; to construct a single family 

home, driveway, septic system and utilities within 100' buffer to a BVW  

TH re-read the PH notice into the record, the engineer was not present;  JD explained that the final vote could 

not be taken at the last meeting because of a problem with posting the agenda with the town clerk.  JD has no 

questions regarding this proposal; it can be permitted with standard OOC.   A question came up about this being 

a duplex, not single family as the paper ad indicated.   The septic is designed for a duplex.  Discussion ensued; 

neighbors are unsettled with a duplex dwelling design.  If the other permitting boards make any changes to the 

plan, the applicant will need to return to the conservation commission for an amended order.  It was noted that 

this might be the habitat of  Blue Salamanders; NHESP  needs photo documentation of them.  

●MM / RB motioned to close the PH, so voted.  

●MM /  RB motioned to issue an OOC, so voted.  
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Lot 7  Pleasant Street; Amended OOC (SE 328 - 573) Merrill Engineers / Brian McLaughlin, to relocate the existing 

billboard closer to Route 24 in order to improve its visibility along the highway.  A waiver is sought to work within 

the 50' buffer to a BVW. 

TH re-read into the record the PH notice for this hearing.  JD explained that the applicant has requested this amended  

OOC in order to relocate the billboard in accordance with various state laws.   

●RB / MM motioned to close the PH, so voted.  

●RB / MM motioned to grant the 50’ Buffer Zone waiver request, so voted.   

●RB / MM motioned to issue the Amended Order of Conditions, so voted.  

 

Luke Estates Roadway, off Brooks Place NOI (SE 328 - 708)  Pilling Engineering / Al Endruinas, to construct  

 5,000 s.f. of new subdivision roadway with subsurface drainage system, 2 drainage outfalls and 1 culvert outfall 

within the 100' Buffer Zone of a BVW;   

● By consensus,  this public hearing was continued to 16 May 2017.  

 

Luke Drive NOIs;  lot #3 (SE 328-713),  lot #4 (SE 328-712), lot # 5 (SE  328-711); Lot # 6 (SE 328-710);  and 

lot #7 (SE 328 - 709); Pilling Engineering /  Al Endruinas, to construct single family homes  w/ septic systems, 

retaining walls, driveways, and with related grading and utilities within the 100' buffer zone of a BVW; 

● By consensus,  this public hearing was continued to 16 May 2017.  

 

 

Lamp Post Estates subdivision NOI;  (SE 328 - 676) Pilling Engineering / Lincoln Street Realty Trust, to review the 

revised Definitive Subdivision Plans and Stormwater Analysis.  

● By consensus, this matter was continued to 16 May 2017.  

 

 

Discussions:   

373 Crescent Street; request COC (SE328 - 15) David Calhoun / Andrew Vavolotis  

JD  explained the history of this contractors yard.  DEP had issued a Superseding COC for what has been done on this 

site.  Since 1975, there have been three different NOI filings, DEP numbers with  different OOCs, and a Superseding 

OOC from DEP.   JD recommends issuing a COC indicating that this OOC (SE328 - 15) is null and void, with 

activity originally permitted in the old OOC left unfinished; the Isolated Wetland was never filled in.   

●RB / MM motioned to issue a COC without bond, so voted.    The COC document was signed.  

 

The Commissioners signed OOC orders for 192 Spring Street, 50 Brooks Place, and  lot 7 Pleasant Street.  
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Lot 9A  Ames Drive; informal discussion;  Mike Koska / Wm. Adams gave site history, Paul Adams (no relation)  

had sought permission to build years ago, the 5-acre property has PB approval, BOH approval for sub-surface 

disposal system.  

Discussion ensued as this proposal is partly in the 50’ NT zone. Originally approved in 1967 as a buildable 

subdivision known as Southgate, Mr. Adams  bought the property in 1987 and re-approved the subdivision in 1988.   

He retained the back 5 house lots in order to build at a later date.  Lot 6 & 12 are mostly WLs,  a drainage ditch is 

man-made.  The issue today is that a 50’ setback from the man-made ditch is now considered wetlands,  making the 

lot unusable. The ditch needs to be there for drainage for the remainder of the subdivision, but it is not a valuable 

WL.  Mr. Adams wants the commission to consider  granting a ditch crossing in order to create a buildable house lot.  

The commission suggested that Mr. Adams submit a NOI. 

 

 

 The man-short commission roster discussion was continued to an evening when all commissioners are present.  

The meeting adjourned at 8 PM.  

 

 

 

Agent's Report  

Item #1:  New Public Hearing DEP # 328-718 Notice of Intent (NOI)–#192 Spring St.-Single Family Home (SFH) Septic 

System Repair or Upgrade 

I have reviewed this project and I have no issues with it.  The engineer has included the locations of 5 conservation markers 

to be set on posts.  The conservation markers will be set at the existing tree line.  The septic work is in an existing yard 

behind the house.  The yard extends to the tree line.  Some of the yard has encroached on the 50' buffer but this appears to 

have been the case for over 15 years at a minimum. 

Recommendation: Motion to close the PH.  Motion to issue a standard Order of Conditions (OOC) for a septic 

repair/upgrade.     

Item #2: New Public Hearing DEP # 328-717 Notice of Intent (NOI)-#200 Spring St.-Addition of Garage and Breezeway. 

I have concerns about this project.  Based on review of historical aerial photos, there appears to have been work done on 

this lot in the form of clearing and grading with 100' of the wetland and even into the 50' buffer.  The current wetland line is 

more or less the bottom of the steep slope so I have no argument of the current wetland location.  I have communicated 

with the applicant prior to him submitting the plan and suggested he change the location of the addition so it does not 

encroach the 50' buffer with new construction.  I also suggested mitigation to be offered for your consideration of granting 

a 50' buffer waiver.  No mitigation is offered on this plan.  The applicant has stated that due to architectural considerations 

of this style house, the addition would not work if moved forward.  Also, due to the style of the house, there is a lack of 

storage needed by the applicant.  The plan shows the conservation markers to be set along the wetland line.  Considering 

what appears to be the possibility that intrusions into the 50' buffer have been made by the applicant or the previous 

owners, the plan should be revised to show the conservation markers to be set along the current edge of vegetation.  
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However, if the commission is interested in granting an approval for this project, I would recommend that the applicant 

grant the commission a conservation easement on the remaining portion of land in the 50' buffer where the addition and a 

reasonable setback from the addition and existing house would leave a small side yard of about 10'.  The conservation 

markers would then be required along the conservation easement.  The conservation easement would be recorded at the 

registry of deeds.  The Erosion Control Barrier (ECB) needs to be revised accordingly and the storage container needs to be 

moved outside the 50' buffer. 

Recommendation: To be made at the meeting based on the discussion during the public hearing.     

Item #3: Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-705–Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation (ANRAD) - #0 

Belmont Street - Wetland Line Approval - Future Residential Lots.   

We have received yesterday a report from our 53-G consultant about the wetland line.  The consultant is recommending 

changes and additional areas that the applicant's wetland botanist needs to study again.  I have forwarded the report to the 

applicant's consultant.  The amount of work might require the applicant some additional time for the botanist to do his/her 

work and the surveyor to locate the new flags.  

Recommendation: Motion to Continue the Public Hearing (PH) to 05-16-2017.          

 

Item #4: Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-716 Notice of Intent (NOI)–#50 Brooks Place-Duplex (Two) Family Home 

with Septic System and associated grading for a yard   

The proposed dwelling is an allowed use for this lot due to the frontage and area of the lot meeting the minimum 

requirements for a duplex home.  The septic is outside the 100' buffer and nothing is proposed in the 50' buffer.  The 50' 

buffer is to be marked with PVC pipes and Conservation Signs.  The roof will have leaching chambers for recharging the 

groundwater.  This development will have no impact on the wetlands and can be permitted with our standard special 

conditions.  I have no issues with the project.   

Recommendation: Motion to close the PH.  Motion to issue an OOC for a SFH.    

Item #5: Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-573–Request to Amend Order of Conditions (OOC)- Assessors Map 65 Lot 7 

Pleasant Street - Re-locate Location of Approved Billboard Location.   

The Commission has received a letter asking that the OOC be amended to allow the billboard to be moved due to approval 

from another town regulatory board.  The new location will have less impact than what was approved by the previous OOC.  

I have no issues with the proposal.   The original OOC will hold except for the reference to the revised plan.  

Recommendation: Motion to close the PH.  Motion to issue an Amended OOC referring to the original OOC but 

referencing the new plan.    

Item #6: Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-708- Notice of Intent (NOI) - Luke Estates Roadway - Off Brooks Place - 

Construction of roadway and drainage system    

We have not received the applicant's check for the 53-G review.  We have not received a revised set of plans.  

Recommendation: Motion to continue the PH until 05-16-2017.   

Item #7: Continued Public Hearings DEP # 328-709 to 328-713– 5 - NOIs- Luke Estates Lots 3,4,5,6 & 7 - Off Brooks Place - 

Construction of a Single Family Home (SFH), on-site septic system and associated grading.   
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We have not received revised plans for these lots.  

Recommendation: Motion to continue the PH until 05-16-2017.   

Item #8: Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-676–Notice of Intent (NOI) – Lamp Post Estates- Corner of Lincoln and South 

Elm Streets - Proposed Single Family Residential Subdivision Project.   

We have received a report from our 53-G consultant about the engineering and stormwater management system.  The 

consultant is recommending changes.  I have forwarded the report to the applicant's consultant.  The amount of work might 

require the applicant some additional time for the plans and reports to be revised.  In addition, the 53-G may have to review 

the revisions as well.   

Recommendation: Motion to Continue the Public Hearing (PH) to 05-16-2017.          

Item #9: Administrative Discussion- DEP # 328-15– Certificate of Compliance (COC) - #373 Crescent St.-Contractor's Yard 

and grading. 

This is a very old DEP file from the operation of the Cape Dory business at this site.  I have reviewed the plan and inspected 

the site.  The site has received a Superseding COC from the DEP for DEP file numbers newer than this one.  Therefore, I have 

no concerns about the issuance of a COC for this file number.    

Recommendation: Motion to issue the COC with a bond. 

Item #10: Informal Discussion-  Lot 9A Ames Drive-Wetland Crossing and construction of SFH  

Mike Koska, engineer and Mr. Adams to discuss the possible development of this site. 

Recommendation: To be made at the meeting based on the informal discussion during the meeting.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Kitty  Doherty, Secretary 
Minutes approved 2 May 2017  
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